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ARIZONA 

 BIRD   CHATTER 

Back around the turn of the millennium, Don Uls-
es and Ken May thought it would benefit ACTC Mem-
bers to learn more about the technical aspects of their 
Classic Thunderbirds.  The Ulses's Mardon Compa-
ny's large building and lot provided an indoor meeting 
area and parking to display all the T-Birds, which was 
the setting for Tech Days 2000 through 2005.  Then 
Don and Mary sold the company but graciously 
opened their home garage for 2006 and 2007.  Like 
Don Ulses and Ken May, I believed Tech Day was a 
worthwhile event.   In 2007 I decided to take the op-
portunity to run it.  The biggest challenge was finding 
a facility for it.  Thanks to Gary and Jamie Thompson 
opening their garage for 2008 we got off to a great 
start.   Mike and Nancy Dolan’s garage was the site 
for 2009 through 2012 followed by Marti Auto Works 
new facility in 2013 and 2014. By then Ken Kowalski 
had inherited his father, Bob Kowalski's, beautiful ‘56.  
He expressed interest in helping me host Tech Day at 
his garage in Desert Hills.  So, this year was our 17th 
consecutive year for Tech Day. 

Like any event, Tech Day requires a team.  For-
tunately, ACTC is blessed with a breadth and depth of 
technical knowledge in our Membership.   Don Hen-

derson with 64 years of experience, Jack Mussel-
mann with 50 years of experience and Stewart 
Wright, a CTCI Senior Judge with 40 years of experi-
ence are prime examples who have tremendous 
knowledge in all phases of restoring T-Birds.  At Tech 
Day 2010, Don and Jack did a disc brake conversion 
on a  Red ‘55 T-Bird to demonstrate the process. 

And lest we forget our departed friend, Dean 
Wakefield was knowledgeable in all aspects and a 
genius with electrical characteristics.  Dean never 
spared any effort to resolve the most vexing electrical 
issues faced by fellow Members. 

Other Tech Day Team Members include Frank 
Graziano, who is our "Silent Partner," finding places, 
guest speakers, and food arrangements.  Joe Domin, 
our first photographer, filled the early chapters of our 
history book with professional photographs.  Now, we 
are so fortunate to have Duane Foster who is an 
amazingly talented photographer.  And looking for-
ward, there is a new kid on the block! Carter Rodgers 
is a very involved guy who sees the need and engag-
es without being asked! 

Finally, to all those who have attended these 
(Continued on page 5) 
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A Lady In Red 

Spring is definitely in the air with the beauty 
of new life everywhere!  It is a perfect time to put 
those T-Bird wheels on the Arizona roads to enjoy 
the beauty.   

Last Saturday was Tech Day, and by all re-
ports, it was a great, informative get-together. The 
two Kens, Falkenberry and Kowalski endeavored 
diligently to deliver another successful event.  At the 
same time in another part of the Valley, the non-
technical Members of ACTC delighted in an elegant 
day doing one of the things we do best.  We were 
treated to a lovely ladies English Tea followed by a 
successful shopping excursion.  We owe a Thank 
You to Jamie Thompson for planning the day. 

Our next Meeting is the Officers’ Picnic, and it 
appears the Club Officers will have the opportunity 
to mingle that day.  The Caterers at PERA Park will 
be serving us a delicious Barbeque meal. 

Coming up on April 15, this year’s Silver Rose 
Parade in Fountain Hills will honor one of ACTC’s 
Vietnam Veterans, Terrence Duquette.  The Legion 
of the Silver Rose Award Ceremony will be held at 
American Legion Post 58 immediately following the 
parade. Terrence joins Jim Rodgers as a recipient of 
this award.  Thank You, Rita Havel, for chairing this 
event. 

Be sure and check the Arizona Bird Chatter for 
upcoming events.  In addition to enjoying a meal 
with other T-Birders, our Meetings provide the latest 
details on events and the opportunity to get involved 
when sign-up sheets are passed around.  And as I 
always say, your involvement at any level is the best 
way to get to know your fellow ACTC Members.  We 
are a Club of great people. 

  Looking forward to seeing you on the road, 

Jean Fruscello 
 

THANK YOU ACTC 

Thank you all so much for your very generous 
"Token of Appreciation" in regards to our annual rain 
or shine coverage of the Barrett-Jackson auctions 
and the Wright Stuff report.  It was an unexpected 
big surprise, and it certainly brightened our day.  A 
special thank you also goes out to John and Barb 
Blair and Chris Ames for their expert hi-tech help 
with the reports over the years. 

Thanks again, 
Stewart and Mary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 

Twenty-four Classic 
Thunderbirds were driven to 
the April, 1992 ACTC Meeting 
at Bill Austin`s BBQ Restau-
rant on South Alma School 
Road in Mesa. The 10:30 AM 
Meeting was followed by a 
barbeque feast. I bet that the 
business Meeting didn`t drag 
on too long with the barbeque 
aroma in the air. Tom Ropacki 
won $42 in the Split-the-Pot drawing and then it was 
bring on the barbeque. 

The April 1992 edition of the Arizona Bird Chat-
ter was dedicated to the Club`s Treasurer, Lynne 
Silvernale.  

Lynne and Joe were featured on the front cover 
of the newsletter with a long list of their many ac-
complishments while supporting ACTC over their 
first 14 years of Club Membership. No one ran a 
Garage Sale like Lynne did.  Twenty-five years ago 
in April, ACTC held two garage sales. The east side 
sale was at the home of the late Joan and Gib Ja-
cobsen in Tempe and the following week the west 
side garage sale was hosted by Lynne and Joe Sil-
vernale at their home in Phoenix. There were many 
volunteers helping out at both sales. Lynne reported 
that the net total from both sales was $1,625 for the 
Club`s treasury. 

Back in 1992 Lynne and Joe had 16 grandchil-
dren to fit into their busy schedule. Today, 25 years 
later, the count stands at...19 grandchildren, 27 
great grandchildren and two dogs. Lynne says she 
knows all their names and enjoys all of them in her 
busier than ever schedule. 

 Stewart Wright 

Lynne and Joe Silvernale 

mailto:TbirdReo@cox.net?subject=ACTC
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2017 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

April 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Jim Havel 

April 9 Meeting - Officers’ Picnic 
PERA Park - Lynch 

April 15 Silver Rose Induction Parade 
Rita Havel 

April 15 Ahwatukee Easter Parade 
Henderson 

May 10 Lake Pleasant Scenic Cruise 
Gene Andersen 

May 21 Meeting - Dear Valley Airport 
Thunderbird Appreciation Day 

June 11 Meeting - The Hub in Mesa  
 

July 9 Meeting - Gallagher’s 
 

August 2-6 CTCI Regional Convention 
 

September 10 Meeting - Arrowhead Country 
Club 

September 22-24 Run to the Pines 
Graziano 

September 23-30 Cruise RT New York - Halifax 
Sandy Trasente 

October 7 ACTC - Drive your T-Bird Day 
Night at the Pavilions - Jim Havel 

October 8 Meeting - Embassy Suites, 4415 E 
Paradise Village Pkwy S, Phoenix 

October 19-22 Run to the Sun - Lake Havasu 
Musselmann & Falkenberry 

TBD Movie and Ice Cream Social  
Garrett Andersen  

November 4 50’s Theme Party 
McKee 

November 12 Meeting & Officer Elections 
Arizona Italian American Club 

November 23 Fountain Hills Thanksgiving Day 
Parade - Havel 

December 2 Christmas Light Run 
Bialy 

December 9 Christmas Party - Embassy Suites 
4415 E Paradise Village Pkwy S. 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU 

To our ACTC family, 
We were completely surprised with the wonder-

ful sendoff that you gave us at our last Meeting with 
the lovely card, gifts, the wonderful cake and cup-
cakes.  We cannot thank you enough.  We appreciate 
all of your support and love that you have given to us 
over the last 21 years.  Each and every one of you 
are very special and close to our hearts.  Not only are 
you friends but you are our family and we will never 
forget that.  This is a very emotional and busy time 
for us.  We will be returning though for visits with fam-
ily here and hopefully we will be able to see you all 
and try to put a run together.  We so enjoyed seeing 
the large turnout of those beautiful little birds at the 
Meeting.  We will also still be involved with the Club 
with the monthly calling.  Again thank you for every-
thing.  With all our love, 

Kate and John Marchisotto 

TECH DAY PHOTOGRAPHS 
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MARCH  MEETING  MINUTES 

President Jean Fruscello called the March 12, 
2017, ACTC Meeting to order at 10:14 AM in the 
Western Skies Golf Club in Gilbert, Arizona. She 
led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
called for any corrections to the February 12, 2017 
Meeting Minutes as printed in the March Arizona 
Bird Chatter. Hearing no corrections, the Minutes 
stand approved. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  In February, a small 
group of ladies decided over lunch to have a Garage 
Sale. Less than a month later, Dede’s garage was 
loaded up with donated items and with the help of 
Ken Falkenberry, Mike and Jeannie Wood, Doni and 
Bob Bodell, Myrna and Duane Foster, Jackie and 
Tom McKee, Terry Duquette, and Don Rebtoy, the 
Club netted almost $700.00. Thanks to all of you.  
Thanks also to Yvonne and Tom Wagner who pulled 
off a wonderful Winter Weekend in spite of inclement 
weather in Sedona. 

HOSPITALITY:  •Yvonne Wagner welcomed 
Chuck Young’s four guests, Mo and David Mason 
from Virginia, Bruce Hanson, and Bette York. She 
also welcomed back Sue and Rick Victoria. •March 
birthdays were acknowledged. •Jim Rodgers an-
nounced granddaughter, Cameron, is joining the Na-
vy on Tuesday and graduating on the same day. 
Grandson Eric McDonald is going to work for the D-
Backs. •Thanks to Duane Foster for pictures on the 
screen of Kate and John Marchisotto. 

ACTIVITIES:  Frank Graziano announced that 
Jim Cook and Danny Kim won the Captain Midnight 
Award at Midnight at the Oasis car show. Register for 
next year by April 1 with Mike Dolan.  •Sign-up sheet 
for Lake Pleasant Cruise, May 10.  •Tech Day, March 
18. Deadline for signing up is March 14.  Thirty five 
people so far.  •English Tea Room, March 18. Nine 
ladies signed up, room for six more - see Jamie 
Thompson.  •Progressive Dinner, March 25. Emails 
sent to registered.  •T-Bird Night at the Pavilions - 
April 8 Jim Havel - see newsletter.  •Legion of the Sil-
ver Rose Parade, April 15, Rita Havel, sign-up sheet 
sent around, need 16 Convertibles to carry recipients 
of the Silver Rose Award.  Last year Jim Rodgers was 
awarded the Legion of the Silver Rose.  Terrance Du-
quette will be honored in this year’s ceremony. •Alan 
Thurston is President of the Military Jeep Club, he will 
provide three or four military jeeps to carry recipients 
and he may have a two and a half ton or five ton Car-
go Truck available. •New York  Cruise September 23 
- 30, Contact Sandy Trasente at Cruise Holidays 
ASAP to get on board. •Run to the Sun. Nikki Mussel-
mann. 

WAYS AND MEANS:  Tom McKee: Remined 

Members he is not buying inventory for ACTC,  
but will take orders for people who want to buy 
shirts several times a year. 

SECRETARY:  Jeannie Wood - No report 
TREASURER:  Tom Wagner reported on 

checking and savings accounts. 
MEMBER AT LARGE:  Bob Michele asked if 

Members liked the venue. Introduced members of 
staff.  Officers’ Picnic, April 9 will be catered event. 

CTCI:  Chuck Young announced that in addi-
tion to Chuck Thompson being elected president of 
CTCI, Chris Ames is now Director at Large and Jim 
Cook volunteered and was elected Treasurer.  •The 
Arizona Classic Thunderbird Club is one of the larg-
est of CTCI Chapters in the world.  •Drive your 
Thunderbird Day, May 21.  Any year T-Bird, take 
pictures for Facebook page. •Also ACTC Meeting at 
Deer Valley Airport that day. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: Don Henderson: 
•Estrella Mountain Car Show, March 25,  
•Ahwautukee Easter Parade, April 15. 

MEMBERSHIP: Jim Cook reported 75 House-
holds, 173 Members, 87 Classic T-Birds. 

NEWSLETTER: Chris Ames: Announced two 
month old granddaughter Maeko Rae is visiting.  
•Recommends movie Hidden Figures,  at least sev-
en T-Birds in parking lot and street scenes. 
•Stresses T-Bird Appreciation Day is not just for 
Classics. •He is thinking about putting QR Code 
(Quick Response) in the newsletter, which will take 
you to our Website, if you scan it with a reader on 
your Smart Phone.  •To be accepted as one of the 
guys, Chris wore a T-shirt, didn’t shower or wash his 
car. 

WEBMASTER: Chuck Young emphasizes that 
the Website is a tool to be used, not just for advertis-
ing our Club. Trying to have every event and loca-
tion listed on Events Page that clicks to Google 
Maps. Call Chuck for specific information. 

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: Kate Marchisotto 
-  No report. 

OLD BUSINESS:  •Tom Ropacki inquired 
about Stewart and Mary Wright, who are recovering 
from their recent illnesses they got while covering 
the Auction for the Club.  •Lynne Silvernale is out of 
the hospital and attended the Ladies Lunch group 
along with Granddaughter Nicole. •Tom brought a 
copy of an information packet hand-out which we 
could utilize for events such as T-Bird Appreciation 
Day.  •Ken Falkenberry announced that Stewart and 
Mary have been compiling the information from the 
Barrett-Jackson Auction for a number of years, and 
they pay all fees themselves. They had looked at all 
29 cars before they took ill as a result of the inclem-
ent weather during the Auction.  Stewart finished his  
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many years, your questions, interests, subject matter 
contributions, and assistances to both of us with 
whatever we have needed, have been invaluable.  
Your attendance over the years has averaged 40 plus 
folks!  That is the brief history of our first 17 years.  I 
hope I didn't miss anyone. 

The 2017 session started at 9:00 AM with 
Meguiar's Representative, Isidoro "Chiro" Diaz ex-
plaining the secrets of keeping your T-Bird looking its 
best.  His 30 plus years in the business was certainly 
evident.  We learned a lot, and it was good to hear all 
the questions asked by ACTC Members.  Two key 
lessons were; first always wash, dry, clay bar, polish, 
wax, or wipe with a left to right motion.  Do not swirl!  
Second, soft microfiber towels contain “plastic” fibers 
that melt if dried with heat.  Do not dry them in a dryer 
and then use them on your car.  Chiro could have 
spent another six hours I am sure. 

10:20 AM Chris Ames presented his observa-
tions on a design deficiency in the water pump spacer 
and a redesigned version (the A-432) that improves 
coolant flow.  He handed out a side by side compari-
son of the factory vs. the A-432 spacer.  Using a wa-
ter pump, factory spacer, plastic model of the A-432, 
and aluminum prototypes Chris showed the design 
change.  He passed around the first iron casting of 
the A-432 and answered lots of good questions.  

11:30 AM Discussion of audience-submitted 
questions; 1.) How to store your soft top when out of 
the car?  2.) How to address hard starting when an 
engine is hot?  3.) Oil recommendations for Y-block 
engines?  4.)  How to tell when to change your anti-
freeze?  5.) How to remove, clean and paint ‘57 gaug-
es?  For the answers to these and other questions, 
join us for the 2018 Tech Day. 

12:15  PM Subway and cookies were great! 
12:45 PM Chuck Young discussed cleaning 

products that have multi-purpose capabilities.  For 
example, Oil eater can be used for anything from en-
gine blocks caked with grease all the way to a laundry 
day pre-wash for your clothes. Chuck demonstrated it 
on a real old wide whitewall tire. 

 1:15 PM Gregg Thurston displayed his ’56 T-
bird engine, to show his adaptation to remove the wa-
ter pump spacer and mount the pump directly into the 
timing chain cover as it is in all Y-block applications 
except the Classic T-Birds.  He added a spacer be-
tween the pump hub and the fan pulley to realign it 
with the damper pulley.  Cars with power steering 
would require modification to the power steering 
pump bracket. 

 1:45 Wrap up with Thank you and kudos to all.  
See you next year! 

Ken Falkenberry and Ken Kowalski 

(Continued from page 1) documentation at home and gave it to Chris Ames for 
the newsletter and proofed the data presentation in 
the newsletter for Chris. The information is used by 
our Club and CTCI. 

NEW BUSINESS:  Jean asked Kate and John 
Marchisotto to come forward to receive a gift certifi-
cate, a cake and cupcakes, which were tearfully ac-
cepted.  The cake was decorated with the CTCI Logo 
and said “Katie and John.  So Long - See you soon.” 

PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Mike Wood reported two 
’55 T-Birds, seven ’56 T-Birds and nine ’57 T-birds in 
the parking lot.  Award went to Jim Rodgers, whose 
seat belts matched the color of his car. Jim donated it 
back to the Club. Second choice was Mary Lee and 
Denis Frank, who announced that the Marchisotto’s 
car would always be in the Club and this is their 40th 
wedding anniversary.  •Two great prints of a picture 
taken in Wilcox in 2009 were up for grabs. 

SPLIT THE POT: Mike Wood won $83. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jeannie Wood, Secretary 

 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
Do you have a desire to keep your fellow ACTC 

Members informed on the Club News?  If so, you 
should consider being the next Editor of the Arizona 
Bird Chatter.  I have found it a very fulfilling way to 
contribute to the Club, and I want to ensure the next 
Editor is identified well in advance of the year-end 
transition time.  Please feel free to call me to discuss. 

Chris Ames   

mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com
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On a cool and overcast Friday morning, Mike 
Dolan led the “Westsiders,” and Tom Wagner led the 
“Eastsiders” to their traditional meeting spot in Gila 
Bend. Each group arrived and then the convoy was 
on to Yuma for the Midnight at the Oasis car show.  
However, before they arrived in Yuma, there was a pit 
stop at the famous Dateland Travel Center for 
scrumptious Date Shakes.  Then, they proceeded to 
the Springhill Suites in Yuma. Fortunately, no car is-
sues arose on the trip to Yuma. 

Frank Graziano had gone ahead and picked up 
everyone’s show packets.  He handed them out as 
we arrived at the hotel lobby.  Friday night was open, 
and while some Members took Uber cars to the con-
cert, others headed out to their favorite dining loca-
tions.  Rumor has it that an Uber driver showed up at 
the field Friday night after the concert to pick up two 
people and surprise there was four.  But not to worry, 
they all packed in the Nissan VERSA. 

Saturday morning the cars 
made their way to the field where 
we had our standing reserved 
parking spaces. Jim Rogers re-
marked that he was compliment-
ed several times on what a nice 
looking 312 Y-block he had in his 
T-Bird.  During the day the young-
er crowd was at the climbing wall.  
Tim, Mike, and Carter all gave it a 
shot but for the second year in a 
row, Emily Dolan was the first 
person to climb “The Wall” and 
win the $100 that was at the top of the wall, I am sure 
I overheard the guys vow this will not happen again 
next year. 

        The day was perfect 
with a cool thin cloud cover.  
Before the cars started head-
ing back to the hotel around 
3:00 PM, the MATO official 
stopped by Frank’s shade 
tarp and announced that Jim 
Cook’s ‘57 Thunderbird was 
awarded the “Captain Mid-
night’s Choice” award and for 
him to receive his award he 
had to put his T-Bird in the 
winner’s row at the main field 
for Sundays review.  This is 
the third Thunderbird from 
our Club to win an award at 

this show.  Congratulations to Jim and Danny, they 
picked up their trophy at the Sunday award ceremo-
ny. 

Saturday night was a planned dinner in the large 
meeting room at the hotel. 
Nancy Dolan had her iPhone 
WIFI speaker that provided us 
with lots of 50’s music.  Olive 
Garden provided the catered 
buffet which included a selec-
tion of three kinds of pasta, 
four sauces, meatballs, Italian 
sausage, and of course plenty 
of those tasty breadsticks.  
The hotel provided tons of as-
sorted desserts.  There was 
so much food leftover, Tom 
Wagner took a survey and 
then invited the Saddleback 
Rods Club Members who were sitting by the pool, to 
come in and help finish the rest of the food. They 
were very polite and thankful and did a good job of 
finishing off the feast. 

Sunday morning, some went back to the field, 
and others headed home. Unfortunately, on the 
stretch between Gila Bend and the Buckeye turnoff, 
Tom Harris lost his linkage. Fortunately, a friendly 

(Continued on page 7) 
Emily with  $100 Prize 

Jim, Captain Midnight, and Danny by the Captain’s Choice 

Carter on the wall 
Rich’s Birthday Cake 

ACTC Thunderbirds lined up in their show parking spots 

http://midnightattheoasis.net/
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truck driver stopped and after a few minutes and 
some duct tape and bailing wire had Tom back on the 
road. 

See you next year for another perfect car event. 
Mike Dolan 

 
 

THUNDERBIRDERS! 

With another Garage Sale under our belt, we 
have $681.84 to deposit.  Last year we were barely 
over $900.00 but had more donations.  I think we did 
great with what we had. 

My heartfelt thanks for all who participated in the 
donation drive!  We couldn't have done it without the 
donors, and every little bit helped! 

And my special thanks to all our "worker bees," 
especially to Ken Falkenberry and Mike Wood who 
helped with the heavy lifting during the set-up and the 
take-down. Could not have done it without them! 

Also thanks to our "markers" and "sellers."  Don 
and I had a lot of help from Ken Falkenberry, Mike, 
and Jeannie Wood, Paul and Jean Fruscello, Myrna 
and Duane Foster, Jackie and Tom McKee.  Also to 
Terry Duquette who came later in the morning on 
Saturday to visit and help. 

Dede Ross 

(Continued from page 6) 

Several tables of merchandise - thanks to our donors 

Most of our team with the world’s greatest fighter pilot 

LADIES WHO LUNCH (OR TEA) 

mailto:Nand1@cox.net?subject=MATO%202017
mailto:dross15@cox.net
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LEGION OF THE SILVER ROSE PARADE 

April 15, 2017 

This Easter weekend, we are asking you to 
consider volunteering your convertible and 
your time to carry recipients of the Silver 
Rose. 

The Parade will be held in Fountain Hills, and 
our dignitaries are all Veterans of the Vietnam War 
who have been exposed to Agent Orange in a com-
bat zone. 

Assembly time will be 10:45 AM at American 
Legion Post 58 in Fountain Hills. 

The Parade motorcade will depart the Post at 
Noon sharp and will return to the post by 12:20 PM. 

The Induction Ceremony begins promptly at 
12:30 PM. 

Luncheon will be served at 1:15 PM, all are invit-
ed to participate. 

Thank you for considering this opportunity to 
recognize the courage, heroism, and contributions of 
these American Service Personnel. 

Sign-up sheets will be circulated at the March 
and April ACTC Meetings or contact me at home, 
(480) 816-1450 to volunteer.  Your assistance will be 
sincerely appreciated. 

Rita Havel 

HOP ABOARD!  

Don’t Be Left at the Dock 

       Cruise Lake Pleasant with your 
friends, Wednesday, May 10  leaving 
promptly at 12:30 PM and returning at 
2:00 PM.  The boat is a 65 foot cruiser 
with an open, covered upper deck and 

an enclosed air conditioned lower deck.  Snacks and 
your favorite beverages are available on board.  No 
food or drinks except those purchased on board 
(cash only, no credit cards).  The cruise charge is $18 
per person, we presently have 20 people committed 
and we are hoping you will go as well.  If you have 
signed up to go or if you are planning to go, please 
mail your check for $18 per person to:  Gene Ander-
sen, 12063 Shifting Sands Drive, Peoria, AZ  85383-
2409 

If cruising makes you hungry, we will be having 
a late lunch at Dillon’s, an excellent casual restaurant 
right on the dock.  Dillon’s is one of the best Barbe-
que restaurants in the Southwest. 

Lake Pleasant is just North of Peoria, one half 
hour.  Plan to arrive one hour before cruise time, that 
would be at 11:30 AM, there is a $6 per car charge to 
get into Lake Pleasant Park. 

Gene Andersen 

ACTC NIGHT AT THE PAVILIONS 

April 8 

         Spring has sprung and it's time to 
show off your Classic Cars at McDon-
ald's, Indian Bend and 101, Saturday, 
April 8. 

We have a reserved area in the front parking 
lot, but we can only save spaces until 4:00 
PM.  Come early and it's free! 

For questions, call Jim Havel (480) 816-1450. 

OFFICERS’  PICNIC 

April 9 

Your ACTC Officers are looking 
forward to socializing with Club Mem-
bers and their guests at the Picnic on 
April 9 at 12:00 PM at PERA Park.  
This year’s lunch is being catered by 
the Park’s in-house caterer. The menu 
includes Shredded Pork, Shredded Beef, Ranch 
Beans, Cole Slaw, Pickles, Lemonade, Iced Tea, 
Water, Soda, Snacks, and Cookies. Lawn chairs are 
optional, an appetite is mandatory! 

PERA Park 

mailto:phone-commitee@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org?subject=ACTC%20-%20
mailto:Gandersen5@hotmail.com
http://www.lakepleasantcruises.com/
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limited to only 15 spots, so the first 15 reservations I 
receive will be guaranteed a spot. As in the past, 
there will be a wait list.  And if I can do some more 
begging I may be able to get us one or two more 
spots, but I cannot guarantee that will happen.  
Please contact me at (408) 480-0913 or at 
Nan1@cox.net. 

Mike Dolan 

 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 

Based on the feedback from the Members who 
attended our March Meeting, Western Skies Golf 
Course restaurant was a great success. 

The manager, Jay, and his staff were very 
pleasant, attentive, accommodating, and profession-
al in their service to our Club Members.  Their ser-
vice started before we even got out of our cars as 
they had reserved 20 parking places for our Classics. 
We parked a Classic in every spot, and a few extras 
in the roped off aisles. 

The restaurant had a great view of the golf 
course.  The food was plentiful and delicious.  And 
Jay’s team provided a sound system for the commit-
tee reports and a big screen TV to show a montage 
of photos honoring John and Kate Marchisotto that 
was put together by Duane Foster. 

Speaking to Jay after the Meeting, I concluded 
that we should return next year for another Breakfast 
Meeting. 

Bob  Michele 

RELICS & RODS RUN TO THE SUN 

October 19-22 

 Early planning for this event 
in Lake Havasu City is underway.  
We have some unknowns since 
we haven’t done this event in a 
while.  This year’s dates are Octo-
ber 19-22, 2017.  Their Website 
www.relicsandrods.com has not 

yet been updated for this year's event.  We have 
been told that entry forms will be available online 
sometime around the first part of May.  Entry fee last 
year was $80.00 and included two dinners, a bingo 
run, and a t-shirt.  Reserved parking is another 
$10.00 and spaces must be claimed first thing Thurs-
day morning. 

We have a few hotel rooms blocked at The Lon-
don Bridge Resort www.londonbridgeresort.com, but 
we need to know if you have an interest in going to 
this event.  

More details to come, but please contact Jack 
and Nikki Musselmann at Tbird2some@gmail.com if 
you have an interest.  

Jamie Thompson 

 
2017 CTCI REGIONAL CONVENTION 

August 2-6, 2017 
 

       The CTCI Region 1 Conven-
tion is scheduled for August 2-6, 
2017 in Whippany, NJ.  Registra-
tions are open and information is 
available on the New Jersey 
Open Road Thunderbird Club’s 
Website, http://www.njortc.org or 
in the March-April issue of the 
Early Bird magazine. 

The New Jersey chapter’s information contact is 
Wendy Meehan at (973) 267-2958.    

 

FOR EVERYONE INTERESTED MIDNIGHT 2018 

It is past time to register for next year’s Midnight 
at the Oasis.  Registration was due April 1, but after 
some begging, the Caballeros de Yuma granted us a 
short reprieve.  However, I could only hold 15 spots 
until April 15.   Anyone wishing to attend next year’s 
show, please contact me by April 1.  Again we are 

mailto:Nan1@cox.net
mailto:Nand1@cox.net?subject=MATO%202017
mailto:member-at-large@arizonaclassicthunderbirds.org
http://www.relicsandrods.com
http://www.londonbridgeresort.com
mailto:Tbird2some@gmail.com
mailto:thompsonclassics@gmail.com?subject=English%20Rose%20Tea%20Room
http://www.njortc.org
http://midnightattheoasis.net/
http://www.njortc.org/
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After a fun visit in Arlington, they continued 
northeast to North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to see 
their son and daughter-in-law.  They found out a new 
granddaughter will arrive in August. 

They then went to see friends in New Jersey, 
near New York City before returning to Virginia for a 
few days. 

The weather was so good that they came home 
on I-40.  Their new car, which was purchased Octo-
ber 1, is now nearing 14,000 miles.  While they are 
sorry to have missed the Club events in January and 
February, they will be happy to see us at Tech Day 
and the Progressive Dinner. 

Brenda and Frank Graziano's son, Jonathon, 
recently completed his Master's Degree in Organiza-
tional Leadership at the University of Colorado Boul-
der. In May, he is starting his second Master's in Pub-
lic Health. 

At Tech Day 2017 Ken and Kathy Kowalski’s 
older son Kaden had four dozen fresh eggs for sale.  
As I purchased two dozen I discussed business with 
this industrious young man.  Turns out he has a small 
flock of chickens, he knows them by name and has a 
picture with each one. An impressive display of ani-
mal husbandry.  The eggs were various sizes and 
colors and the whites were clear.  I am going to have 
Kaden ship some to me at ACTC Meetings. 

Chris Ames   
 

FOR SALE: Hardtop Hoist - Easy removal of 
hardtop attached to Garage ceiling. 

Call for information: Sam (480) 544-8840. 
FOR SALE: 1957 Ford Thunderbird. This is the 

real deal, four barrel carburetor; original 312 Y-block 
has been completely rebuilt - rebuilt original automat-
ic transmission.  This car features: - original Colonial 
White exterior with two-tone Red/White interior - 
matching porthole hardtop - (soft top frame and hard-
ware available) Town and Country Radio (radio is 
being up-graded with today’s technology) - Power 
Disc Brakes - Fender skirts - New wire wheels and 
wide white wall tires - This car has had a FULL off 
frame restoration (started in 2013 and completed in 
2016). It runs and drives as good as it looks. Every-
thing works with the exception of the clock and A/C 
system. This car is a terrific example of the T-Bird 
experience. A must see. This vehicle is being sold 
due to health reasons. Well over $80,000.00 invest-
ed, best offer over $65,000. Contact Bob at (602) 292
-6411. 

CLASSIC CLASSIFIEDS 

Chris and Sharon Ames’s youngest son Barrett 
and his wife Mackenzie were blessed with the birth of 
their first child the second week of January.  Maeko 
Rae has been stealing the hearts of everyone she 
meets.  She recently visited Arizona for eight days, 
spending four days at each of her grandparents’ 
homes.  With five uncles, four aunts, and twelve 
cousins, Maeko’s social calendar is quite busy.  You  
have to make an appointment to hold her, unless, of 
course, you can pull grandma rank!  

 
Gail and John Dalmolin left in January and re-

turned home in late February.  After touring the Ala-
mo and River Walk in San Antonio, they drove to Gal-
veston, met up with friends and went on a Caribbean 
Cruise making port calls in Jamaica, Grand Cayman 
and Cozumel (Yucatan). 

Upon return to Galveston, they drove a southern 
route on their way to Arlington, Virginia to see their 
daughter, son-in-law, and grandchildren. 

I love grandma 
Sharon’s lap. 

mailto:ChristopherAmes@q.com
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~  WE ACTC ADVERTISERS ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:azkstm17@yahoo.com
http://www.rondavisradiators.com/

